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RECENT DECISIONS 711 

Negotiable Ikstruments — Waiver op Presentment and Notice — 
Renewal Note. — The defendants indorsed for accommodation before 
a time note was delivered. At maturity the defendants delivered to the 
plaintiffs, the payees of the original instrument, a similar note which 
both parties admitted was given, as a renewal. Through delay in trans- 
mission to the place of payment, the second note "was not duly presented. 
The defendants deny notice of presentment and non-payment in a 
suit on the original note. Held, two judges dissenting, where the payee, 
on request of the indorser, accepts a renewal note, he need not present 
or protest the original note. Clarke v. Stumpf (App. Div. 2nd Dept. 
1920) 180 N. T. Supp. 125. 

The right to have a negotiable instrument presented may be waived 
by the drawer or indorser, and such waiver may be either express or 
implied. Bessenger v. Wenzel (1910) 161 Mich. 61, 125 N. W. 750; 
Simonoff v. Granite City Nat. Bank (1917) 179 HI. 248, 116 N. E. 
636; N. I. L. §82 (3). And similarly, notice of dishonor may be 
waived. N. I. L. § 109. To bind the indorser, however, his waiver 
must be made with full knowledge of the facts which would release him. 
Toole v. Grafts (1906) 193 Mass. 110, 78 N. E. 775. In most of the 
cases where the courts have held that a renewal agreement dispenses 
with presentment, there have been promises and other representations 
on the part of the indorser which have induced the holder or payee to 
accept a renewal and have led him to believe that presentment of the 
original instrument was unnecessary. Bessenger v. Wenzel, supra; 
Sheldon v. Eorton (N. Y., 1868) 53 Barb. 23. Here the courts have 
refused to allow the indorser to set Up a failure to present when he 
himself induced such failure. Yet there are several holdings that a 
renewal agreement, without more, is sufficient to constitute a waiver 
of presentment. Iowa City First Nat. Bank v. Ryerson (1867) 23 Iowa 
508 ; National Hudson River Bank v. Reynolds (N. Y., 1890) 57 Hun 307, 
10 N. Y. S. 669; contra, Oswego Bank v. Znower (N. Y., 1843) Hill & 

D. 122. The theory seems to be that the indorser knows that the 
original note is not going to be paid, and hence notice to him would 
be idle. In Annear, Trustee, v. Kennedy, (South Africa, 1880) 1 

E. D. O. 7, it was pointed out that an agreement to renew would imply 
a dispensation with notice of dishonor, but would not necessarily 
indicate a waiver of presentment There is much force in the argument 
of the dissenting opinion in the principal case that the intent of the 
parties was to continue the defendants' liability as merely secondary, 
and not to make his obligation on the first note absolute. See also 
Oswego Bank v. Znower, supra. 

Pleading and Practice! — Dismissal and Non-Suit — When Permis- 
sible. — The plaintiff anticipating that the defendant's motion for a 
directed verdict would be granted moved for a voluntary dismissal just 
as the court was pronouncing judgment on the motion to direct. Under 
a statute permitting dismissal "at any time before the jury retires to 
consider their verdict", held, the plaintiff's motion was timely. 
Kosinski v. Hines (Wash. 1920) 187 Pae. 712. 

At co mm on law a dismissal or non-suit was obtainable at any time 
before a verdict. Deneen v. Houghton County St. Ry. (1907) 150 
Mich. 235, 113 N. W. 1126; see National Bank of Commerce v. Butler 
(1912) 163 Mo. App. 380, 383, J43 S. W. 1117. And the plaintiff was 
entitled to such non-suit even after the defendant had established a 
set-off against the plaintiff's action. See Huffstutler v. Louisville 
Packing Co. (1908) 154 Ala. 291, 293, 45 So. 418. This obvious 



